A Flight continued >>>

What: Fourth annual ERM
run/walk with two route
options; 8K (4.97 miles) and
1 mile
When: Saturday, November
14; 9 a.m. for 8K & 9:05 a.m.
for 1 mile route
Cost: $20/person; $25/
person on or after (12:00
a.m.) November 11
Where To Register:
EvansvilleRescueMission.org
Questions or for more
information:
(812) 421-3800 or
erm@2rescue.org.

Move your feet so
others can eat!

After a
successful
hour-and-ahalf-long flight,
Phil arrived in
Washington,
D.C. Phil’s
time in our
nation’s
capital was
a whirlwind, visiting the Lincoln
Memorial, the Jefferson Memorial, the
WWII Memorial, and the Korean War
and Vietnam War displays. In addition,
he got to witness the Changing of
the Guards at Arlington National
Cemetery. His time in D.C. was brief,
but Phil was incredibly grateful and
honored for the opportunity to visit.
At the end of the day, the veterans
were surprised to receive a stack of well
wishes from family members, friends
and community members to read on
their way home.
Upon landing at Evansville
Regional Airport that evening, Phil was
greeted by thousands of community
members. “I was grinning from
ear to ear,” he remembers. Phil was
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overwhelmed with emotion as he heard
cheers from the crowd. A Girl Scout
was even holding up a big picture of
him in his Navy uniform, which Phil
called “icing on the cake.”
Phil was deeply moved and
honored to be a part of such an
experience and is praying that the
Honor Flight Network will continue
awarding the same Honor Flight
opportunity for more veterans.
For more than 35 years, Phil
Heston has been a faithful advocate
of our mission by serving as ERM
Board Director. Phil and Edna’s
(his late wife) love, passion and
compassion for God, their family, their
country, and their community is truly
undeniable, and your ERM Directors
and staff are honored to know them.
Congratulations and thank you, Phil!

Get connected
Like us
Facebook.com/EvansvillerRescueMission
Follow us
Twitter.com/EvansvilleRM
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“Being here

is a big relief!”
F

or David, trying to get “out of the
woods” was a very literal problem.
You see, until recently, David was
homeless and living in the woods outside
Evansville. Before then, David had
been hardworking and diligent. But
after a work accident left him with a
broken neck, he began enduring endless
complications.

David continued on page 2 >>>

Don’t miss…

Bill my credit card

❍

REVEALER

❍

A Message from
Tracy Gorman .....................2

CIV/SEC #

PHONE #

Donate online at www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org,
or call (812) 421-3800.

A Flight to
Remember ............................. 3
2015
Drumstick Dash ...................4

Evansville Rescue Mission
500 East Walnut Street
Evansville, IN 47713-2438

CITY / STATE/ ZIP

_________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL

Please return this completed form with your donation. Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

2015 Fall Newsletter – 50906 ERM – Newsletter – PMS 7408 & Black

FALL 2015

He tried to find part-time work, but
it just wasn’t enough to cover all his bills.

Watch our stories
Youtube.com/EvansvilleRescueMiss
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A Message from
Tracy L. Gorman

A Flight To Remember

T

A

s the Evansville Rescue
Mission prepares to enter
its 99th year in 2016, we do
so with amazing anticipation,
and at the same time, a great
sense of what God has done in
the past almost-century – and
what we still need Him to do
in the years to come.
So much of the century
of success of this ministry
has revolved around the
involvement of so many
amazing volunteers, donors,
staff members – and others
who believed that what is
accomplished in the name
of Christ each and every
day through this Mission
really does make a difference
in people’s lives. In this
newsletter, you’ll read about
Phil Heston, who is one of
those individuals who has
given so much of his life to
this ministry. It’s people like
Phil, and so many just like
him, who make what we do
possible year after year.
So, from the bottom of my
heart, thank you for your
much-needed
involvement
in the ERM.
We truly
appreciate
everything
you do.
Sincerely,

Tracy L. Gorman
President/CEO

David continued >>>

Without a steady job, or transportation,
David soon found himself facing a very
difficult situation.
“It’s hard to get a job when you’re
disabled.”
So David became homeless. For
a few months, he stayed on family
members’ couches. “It was especially
necessary in the winter since it’s so hard
for me to get around.”
But soon, staying with family was
no longer an option, and David had no
place to live but the woods. He survived
with “a little bit of help” from a few
community members who knew he was
living there.
And that’s where he lived for a
few years until one bitterly cold day
last winter.
“I nearly froze to death.”
David woke up in the morning and
discovered that the clothes he had on
were soaking wet. He knew he had to
get out of the cold to avoid frostbite or
hypothermia. So he decided to come to
the Mission.
“Everybody around here knows this
is the place to come if you need help,”
David says. And right when he came
through our doors, he felt at peace. “I got
to take a hot shower. I got a hot meal. I
got dry clothes. It was a big relief.”
It wasn’t long until David decided to

join our long-term P.A.C.E.S. (Purpose,
Accountability, Christ, Education,
Service) recovery program, where men
get the tools they need to heal through
classes, counseling and Bible study.
“The staff has really helped me.”
David’s grown through the Bible
classes here, as well as the encouragement
of our staff. “The staff helped me get my
disability compensation so I can get back
on my feet,” he says. “They put more of
a spirit in me, so I’m not always down.
When you’re out there by yourself, you’re
always down.”
Right now, David works in our
laundry room with a smile on his face
and helps make sure everyone has clean
clothes. Through weekly physical therapy
sessions, he’s healing and developing new
skills that will allow him to find work
that he enjoys in the future.
“The Mission is going to help me
find a job.”
“I want to work, and the Mission is
going to help me find something I can
do,” he says. “I don’t want to be stuck in
the woods again.”
Thanks to God’s grace and your
support of this ministry, David has been
able to start over. “I’m so grateful that
the Mission has given me showers and
three meals a day. If you want help, this
is the place to go.”

his past May, a dear member of your
Evansville Rescue Mission family
took part in a flight of a lifetime. Phil
Heston, who has been an ERM Board
Director for more than 35 years, served
as a Navy medical core man during
World War II, and he got to take part in
an Honor Flight which honored our TriState WWII veterans.
When Phil was 18 years old, after
just a semester of college, he enrolled
in the U.S. Navy in 1945. Once his
paperwork, scheduling and destination
were finalized at Evansville’s recruiting
office, Phil set off for Great Lakes Boot
Camp near Chicago in March 1945.

After Boot Camp, Phil was
transferred to San Diego to train as a
Navy medical core man. As a member of
the self-proclaimed “Bed Pan Brigade,”
Phil learned how to do everything from
take temperatures and give shots to
conducting basic health screenings.
Phil graduated as a Third Class
Medical Core Man in July 1945 and
was then sent to Norman, Oklahoma
to work in a naval hospital. There, he
worked as a medic within the Navy
Hospital’s wards.

When
World
War II
concluded
during
the late
summer
of 1945,
Phil was
relocated to
Memphis’
Navy Hospital where he continued his
responsibilities. Phil’s time in Memphis
extended through the conclusion of
WWII because so many men and
women were returning home with war
injuries.
Phil was finally relieved of his
duties in May 1946 and moved back to
Evansville to return to college where his
tuition and books were paid for through
the newly-legislated GI bill.
Fast forwarding sixty-plus years later,
Phil still calls Evansville home. He and
his late wife, Edna, have made countless
contributions to our community
spiritually, professionally, and civically.
Upon hearing about the Honor
Flight for WWII veterans, Phil’s family
sought his approval to request him so he
could be a part of it and he showed no
hesitation.
Thanks to the tremendous
generosity of Atlas Van Lines and other
contributors, Phil, along with his fellow
Tri-State WWII veterans, departed from
the Evansville Regional Airport at 6:30
a.m. on May 30, 2015 on board the
third Honor Flight of Southern Indiana
for a day-long trip to Washington, D.C.

Thank you,
Golf Scramble
Sponsors!
Your generous support of
this event helped send
Tri-State area kids to our
Summer Camp Program at
Camp Reveal!

A Flight continued on page 4 >>>
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