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“God has a plan for me”

J

immy knows what causes
problems in his life – anger and
alcohol. It’s been that way since he
was 14.
Today, he’s 41, and he’s trying
hard to turn his life around!
As a certified nurse’s aide with
16 years of experience, Jimmy knows
what alcohol can do to a person’s
body. He had a mini-stroke in his
early 20’s. He’s tried to commit
suicide. Damage to his heart has
left him with high blood pressure.
Then there’s pancreatitis and damage
to his spleen…
But knowing what can happen
and doing what you know is good
for you are “two different stories.”
And when you’ve been abusing your
body for that long, even your family
can “get their fill of it.”
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Jimmy’s family got to the
point where they finally said, “We
love you, but we can’t help you.”
That was 15 years ago, and since
then he’s been dealing with his
addiction issues on his own…until
just a few months ago, when he
returned to the Mission and entered
our P.A.C.E.S. program (Purpose
Accountability Christ Education
Service).
Part of his recovery program is
Bible study, and Jimmy will be the
first to admit that there are a lot of
things in the Bible he just doesn’t
understand. But with the help of
staff he’s learning to apply what he
learns to his everyday life.
Today, Jimmy realizes that “God

has a plan for me.” “I was angry at
God for taking my father away from
me [at 14]. But now I understand
that there was a bigger plan for my
dad in God’s world…and there’s a
plan for me.”
Part of that plan is staying here
at the Mission to get his spiritual
life “back in the right place.”
Jimmy’s second goal is getting
his health straightened out. So
he attends classes, makes it to his
doctor’s appointments and gives
back by helping out around the
Mission.
“I’m just looking up and hoping
He points me in the right direction,
and I know He will, and that’s where
I’m going.”
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A Message from
Tracy L. Gorman

Send a Child to Summer Camp

Be an ERM Golf Scramble Participant or Sponsor

O
Thank you for
opening the door
to a better life!
The inventor Alexander
Graham Bell once said, “When
one door closes another door
opens; but we so often look so
long and so regretfully upon the
closed door, that we do not see
the ones which open for us.”
He could have been talking
about so many of the people
who come to the Mission!
Life has been so hard for
so long that it’s often nearly
impossible for them to believe
there is another way to live,
“another door” to a better life.
Jesus opened that door when
he died on the cross and was
resurrected. Just as He came
to life again, so do the people
whose hearts and lives are
changed here at the Mission.
What better Easter celebration
could there be than the rebirth
and renewal of those who
thought all doors were closed to
them!
Thank you for being part of
this joyous transformation.

Tracy L. Gorman
President/CEO
2

ur 11th annual golf
scramble is right
around the corner, on
Monday, May 12th at
Rolling Hills Country
Club in Newburgh,
Indiana.

Mission staff, and a few of
our guests enrolled in our
P.A.C.E.S. program. It’s
$500 to register a team of
four and $125 to sign up
as an individual.
What if you don’t play
golf? All net proceeds
allow Tri-State children
Golf Scramble 2014
to attend Camp Reveal’s
Golfers will participate
Summer Camp program
in an afternoon flight at 1
practically for free. You
p.m. with a complimentary can help send a child or
lunch from 11 a.m. - 12:45 two to Summer Camp by
p.m. Every team receive
being a Golf Scramble
a prize and will have
sponsor. Sponsorships
the opportunity to meet
begin at $100. Visit

EvansvilleRescueMission.org
and click “Donate Now”
and choose “Golf Scramble
Sponsor.”
To register a team, sign
up as a Golf Scramble
sponsor, to volunteer or for
more information, please
contact Chris-Michael
at (812) 421-3800,
ext. 1204 or at chris.
morrison@ermstaff.org
or visit our website
EvansvilleRescueMission.org.
Let’s make this summer
a special one for our
community’s youth!

Sign up now for Summer Camp!

G

irls and boys ages
8-13 can sign up now
for summer fun at Camp
Reveal.
Bible study, archery,
horse rides, swimming,
nature hikes, zip lines, a ropes
course, canoe and kayak races
are just a few of the exciting

adventures awaiting children
this summer.
For more information
call (812) 421-3800
between 8 a.m. and 12
p.m. or 1 and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday
or e-mail robert.spayd@
ERMStaff.org.

Help him find his way home

eals. Shelter. Clothing.
M
These are all the physical things
homeless and near-homeless people

need to survive.
But what about faith? Love.
Encouragement. HOPE!
The Mission is where hunger and
homelessness
end and HOPE
begins. It’s
where the
power of God’s
love – fueled
by your prayers
and support –
truly makes a

difference in the lives of neighbors who
can no longer survive on their own.
Your gift this Easter will
transform lives!
Providing meals, shelter and care
helps people begin to rebuild their
lives. Those who enter our programs
make even greater strides as their hope
is renewed and God’s love becomes real
for them.
Please send a gift today to provide
the help the men, women and children
who depend on the Mission need to
find their way home. You can also make
a gift safely and securely online at
www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org.

“A stepping stone to
the next level”

W

hile Donald was
living with his
family, helping to care for
his elderly mother, he was
also suffering from his own
severe back pain. “I had
the stupid idea to inject
my pain medication to get
rid of the pain quicker,”
he says. “My family found
the needle and gave me
24 hours to get my stuff
out of the house. I was
homeless after that, and
I slept in my car for
awhile.”
Previously, a social
worker had recommended
the Evansville Rescue
Mission, and Donald
made his way to our door
and was welcomed into
our new Residence Center.
Within a month of his
arrival, his back pain had
escalated, and Donald
went from using a cane
to a walker. Mission staff
called an ambulance to
take him to the hospital,
where an MRI revealed
an infection in his spine.
Donald underwent back
surgery.
“The doctor said if
I’d waited a little bit
longer, I would have been
paralyzed. It was that bad,”
he says. “If it wasn’t for

the people at
the Mission, I
wouldn’t have
gone to the
hospital.”
Not only
has the Mission
helped restore
Donald’s health,
but he has also
been growing
spiritually
through chapel
services,
something he
didn’t expect.
“I don’t like to
be forced into
something, and that’s how
it was when we were kids,”
he says about the Catholic
services he attended as a
boy. “This is different. It’s
been really good…more
interesting, intriguing.”
Donald is also looking
forward to starting the
P.A.C.E.S. Program
(Purpose Accountability
Christ Education Service).
“I’m more spiritual than
I was before,” he says. “I
think it will be interesting
actually reading the Bible
and learning more about
this.”
Currently, Donald
works at the Mission’s
front desk Monday

2013
Thanksgiving
Drumstick Dash &
Gobbler Gathering
Break Records

I

t all started off the Saturday
before Thanksgiving when
more than 975 men, women and
children registered to take part in
the 2nd Annual Drumstick Dash.
Whether they chose the 8K run
or walk [nearly 5 miles!] or the
1-miler, a good time was had by all,
with proceeds raising money for
the Mission’s Gobbler Gathering.

through Friday, but hopes
one day, with his doctor’s
approval, to return to
restaurant management, a
field he worked in for 23
years. In the meantime,
he’s taking things one day
at a time, grateful for the
Mission’s intervention
in his life and others.
“Without it, I’d be in my
car, or out on the streets,
or dead,” he says. “It
gives people hope to look
forward to something
brighter than ‘where am
I going to go?’ or ‘what
am I going to do?’ It’s a
stepping-stone to the
next level. It does a lot of
good.”

Each participant received a running
shirt, and medals and turkeys were
awarded to the first three finishers in
each age division. To see more photos,
visit www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org.

Nearly 1,900 families get
Thanksgiving baskets
2013 was far and away our most
successful Gobbler Gathering to
date! More than 1,400 Tri-State
families attended seven worship
services at our headquarters, each
receiving a Thanksgiving food
basked with enough food for a
bountiful holiday meal with lots of
leftovers.
Another 450 grocery sacks full of
Thanksgiving food were distributed
to those living in the Buckner &
Kennedy Towers, Liberty Terrace
Apartments and Horizon Homes
Apartments.
Drumstick Dash
continued on page 4 >>>
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Drumstick Dash
>>> continued from page 3

If you can’t join us, can you help
with Easter Dinner?

T
Our thanks and appreciation to the
more than 200 extremely generous
schools, churches, businesses, civic
clubs and families who collected and
donated more than 50,000 pounds
of food so that others might have a
blessed Thanksgiving.

o ensure we will have a bountiful Easter feast, we ask that you consider donating
some of the following items:
Please drop off donations at our Administrative
Ham
Office, 500 East Walnut Street. For more
Bagged Po
tatoes
information, call Chris-Michael at (812) 421Canned G
r
een Bean
3800 ext. 1204, e-mail
s
Dinner R
o
ll
s
chris.morrison@ERMStaff.org, or visit
Fruit
www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org. Thank
Soft Drin
ks
you for your generous support of our ministry!
Homem
ade Dess
erts
(Cookies
, Brownie
s,
Cobbler o
r Cake)

A Special Thank You to Our
Volunteers
Neither the Drumstick Dash nor
the Gobbler Gathering would have
been possible without the energy,
enthusiasm and tremendous effort
of more than 800 volunteers.
From collecting food to handing
out water to ushering families
into Thanksgiving dinner and
distributing food baskets, each
and every one of these men,
women and children made these
events better and brighter for their
neighbors in need.

Celebrating 97 Years of Service

P

lease join us in
celebrating 97 years of
service to the less fortunate
in the Tri-State area. We

Like us! Follow us!

2014 Easter Celebration –

Where hunger ends & hope begins!
My Easter gift:

m
m
m
m

$17.28 to feed and care for 8 people
$25.92 to feed and care for 12 people
$51.84 to feed and care for 24 people
$_________ to help as much as possible

_________________________________________________________________

NAME

_________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS

_________________________________________________________________

CITY / STATE/ ZIP

have spent nearly a century
providing food, shelter and
clothing to the least, the
last the lost. Thank you for
continuing to support
this vital work in our
community.
Last February,
the Mission moved
into its new home
at 500 East Walnut
Street. Thanks to the

m

Check enclosed

m

m

outpouring of blessings
we received from friends
like you, the Mission
remains debt-free and our
ministries continue to
expand.
If you have not yet
visited our new Residence
Center, please call Tori
Flaherty at (812) 4213800, ext. 264 to arrange
a tour.

Bill my credit card

m

CREDIT CARD #				

EXP. DATE

CIV/SEC #

PHONE #

Donate online at www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org
www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org,,
or call (812) 421-3800.
Evansville Rescue Mission
500 East Walnut Street
Evansville, IN 47713-2438
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_________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL

Please return this completed form with your donation. Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

EAST14

2014 Easter Celebration –

Where hunger ends & hope begins!
My Easter gift:

m
m
m
m

$AA.AA to feed and care for AA people
$BB.BB to feed and care for BB people
$CC.CC to feed and care for CC people
$_________ to feed and care for as many as possible

m

Check enclosed

m

m

Bill my credit card

m

CREDIT CARD #				

EXP. DATE

CIV/SEC #

PHONE #

Donate online at www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org
www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org..

For additional giving opportunities, please see back of remit.

Sample A. Sample
1234 Main Street
P.O. Box 12345
Anytown, ST 12345

Evansville Rescue Mission
500 East Walnut Street
Evansville, IN 47713-2438

TFADTDTTFTDDAAAFFAFTFFFTTFDDFADFTDFATTTAFTAFDTTDFADTTTFDFAFTFAAFT

TFADTDTTFTDDAAAFFAFTFFFTTFDDFADFTDFATTTAFTAFDTTDFADTTTFDFAFTFAAFT

XXXXXXXX(Scan line)XXXXXXXX

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!
m I would like to join the Mission’s monthly/
quarterly giving club.

m Please tell me how I can make a gift to the
Mission through my will, a bequest or a
planned giving program.
Send E-mail updates to:
______________________________________
Phone Number: ________________________

Donate online at
www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org,
or call (812) 421-3800.

______________________________________

To ensure privacy, we do not sell or rent our donors’
names, addresses, e-mails or phone numbers.
All donations are fully tax-deductible.

______________________________________

Your gifts are used to care for people in need all year long!

Prayer Request: ________________________

