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“I’d have been lost
without this place.”

W

hen James found himself
ready to go back to work,
there was a big problem – he
couldn’t find a job. “That was the
start of my life spiraling out of
control,” he says.
James is also bipolar. When
he couldn’t find work, it also
meant that he couldn’t afford his
medication.
With no family nearby, a friend
offered James a place to stay. He
found work on the night shift and
was slowly getting back on his feet
when the friend who had taken him
in lost her apartment. “I had no
place to go.”
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James looked at other homeless
shelters, but none had a place for a
man who had a job. “The only one
that was receptive to my situation,
being a night shift employee, was the
Evansville Rescue Mission.”
Just when he was settling into
the Mission, tragedy struck – family
deaths and personal issues tested
him. He spiraled into hopelessness
again. “I was a heartbeat away from
a bottle and bullet,” he says sadly.
But thanks to Dan Sullivan, our
Spiritual Life & Program Director,
who sat down and talked with James
when he was at his lowest point, he
found new hope. “We prayed and read
Scripture together. He showed me he

cared, and that’s what I needed.”
When James joined our
P.A.C.E.S. (Purpose, Accountability,
Christ, Education, Service) program,
he not only found the classes to
help him get back on his feet –
“I’ve been able to get back on my
spiritual feet, too.”
James has always believed in
God, but it was never a strong,
personal relationship. “I was
fighting it when I came in, but I
have renewed my faith,” he says. “I
honestly feel God pulled me in here
because He has a plan for me.”
Today, James is still working the
night shift, and the Mission has helped
him get back on his medication.
In the future, he would like to
pursue working at Teen Challenge,
a Christian drug and alcohol rehab
center, helping others find the hope
that he’s found here at the Mission.
“Every day, it’s just a little bit better
than the day before.”
“This place is amazing,” James
says. “I needed structure and I
needed to renew my faith, and the
Mission has done that. I’d have been
lost without this place.”
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A Message from
Tracy L. Gorman

More services. More people. More opportunities.

A New Place to Call Home

O
“The birth of
a dream”
Each day, I walk into the
Evansville Rescue Mission and
see a dream made possible.
When the old VA building
in town went up for sale, I’d
drive by and dream about the
possibilities…how many more
people we could feed and house
and care for each day.
I spent many car rides,
dreaming…until I’d look at the
price and remember that it was
impossible.
Or seemed impossible –
because nothing is impossible
for God.
Our new Mission is the
answer to many dreams –
dreams I know you’ve joined
us in, along with your prayers,
your gifts and your time. I’ve
been overwhelmed and beyond
grateful for your spirit of
compassion for this ministry.
So let’s continue to dream
big together as we look to the
future, expecting the Lord
to work through our shared
mission of improving the lives
of countless people in this
community.
I invite you to tour our facility
and see how your support is
being put to work to bring
about happier, healthier lives for
men, women and children.

Tracy L. Gorman
President/CEO
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ur new Residence
Center is a reminder of
how faithful the Lord has
been to this ministry – and
the way He works through
friends like you, who have
prayed, volunteered and
helped us make it a place
of help, and hope, for so
many in need.
The 500 East Walnut
facility was originally a
VA clinic, on over three
acres of land, which, as
President/CEO Tracy
Gorman puts it, “We
couldn’t afford in our
wildest dreams.”
But that didn’t stop

Gorman from stopping
by and asking the office
manager for a tour.
“Honestly, as I
walked through, my
heart was beating so fast
because I could see what
this place would be if we
were able to use it for
the Mission.”
The needs of those
looking for help had
outgrown our old facility
on Martin Luther King
Blvd. With only 132
beds and 125 served at
each meal, the demand
for services had greatly
outpaced our ability to
meet the need.
So when the price of the
500 East Walnut property
dropped dramatically, the
Mission’s Board urged
Gorman to make an offer.
“I’m very proud of the
Board for the vision that
they had – it would’ve
scared a lot of boards…but
they were very excited for
the opportunity.”

At our Residence
Center’s grand opening,
Mayor Lloyd Winnecke
and Joe Kiefer from the
County Commissioners
Office spoke about the
impact of the Evansville

45,540 meals in 90 days!
barely over…who’s
S ummer’s
thinking about Thanksgiving?
We are! Because the months ahead

are our absolutely busiest time of the year.
In the next 90 days, we need to:
• Serve more than 45,540 meals
to hungry men women and
children.
• Provide nearly 16,497 nights
of safe shelter for people who
are homeless.
And today, we need to raise
thousands of dollars to make it all
happen!
That’s why your gift to our
2013 Thanksgiving Campaign is so

important. Because without your
support, there is no food, there is no
shelter – there is no Mission.
You demonstrate God’s love
in tangible, life-changing ways – a
meal, a night’s shelter, education, job
training and counseling.
Please send a gift today to fill the
pantry, stock the shelves and make
sure the doors are always open to those
in need.
You can use the gift slip and
envelope with this newsletter. Or make
your gift safely and securely online at
www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org.
Thank you!

A Box Full of
Blessings
they’re having meals,
and I think they
enjoy being here more
because of it.” There’s

Rescue Mission in
the community.
“It instilled
a sense of pride
in all of us to
realize what other
people think about us,”
Gorman says. “In the past
five years, we’ve been
working hard to embrace
the community and
now, the community has
responded by embracing
what we’re doing here.”
“We’re now able to
shelter 180 men each
night,” Gorman says.
“That’s a 50% increase!
And with improved
restroom, shower and
laundry facilities, we’re
able to better care for those
who stay here.”
Being able to serve
meals in a larger dining
room has also been a
tremendous blessing.
“We’re consistently above
200 people at dinner
each night,” Gorman says.
This includes the women
from the small shelter
across the street who
now come and eat at the
Mission each evening.
“Our dining room
purposefully has tables of
two to four. It provides
people with a more of a
communal setting when

also a café and recreation
rooms which give both
guests and residents a place
to sit and talk and find
common ground with one
another.

“We tried to create
spaces in this building
where the guys could be
together. It’s important
– so many of them don’t
have anybody else.”
There are
increased classroom
and educational
spaces for the
residents of the
P.A.C.E.S. program,
including a library
and computers, and

a reflection chapel where
residents can quietly pray,
together or alone.
Even the exterior of
our new Residence Center
allows for exciting service
opportunities. “We can do
both our Drumstick Dash
and our annual Gobbler
Gathering food box
giveaway at Thanksgiving
so much more efficiently,
while expanding the
numbers of people we can
reach,” Gorman says. With
a record 1,700 individuals
and families attending
the Gobbler Gathering
in 2012, Gorman hopes
to “kick it up to 2,000
families” in 2013.
Our Residence Center
is a place that many will
call home – but it’s your
support of our ministry
that touches hundreds of
lives each day, as people
find the courage to change
and hope for the future.
Thank you for all you do
and for partnering with us
to reach out to even more
hurting souls in the TriState area.
Come see it for yourself!
Call (812) 421-3800 to
schedule a tour at your
convenience.

Gobbler Gathering 2013

D

uring this year’s Gobbler
Gathering, thousands of
less fortunate families in the TriState area will sign up to receive
Thanksgiving food boxes filled
with food.

We need your help to make
sure everyone’s needs are met!
There are many volunteer
opportunities available this
holiday season. Please consider
joining us for the 91st annual
Gobbler Gathering.
For more information,
call (812) 421-3800 or visit
EvansvilleRescueMission.org.

We Need Donations
of Vegetables!

P

lease donate fresh or canned
vegetables to help feed our
guests!
Please call (812) 421-3800 or
visit EvansvilleRescueMission.org.
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2014 Mission
Calendar
Reserved for you:

W

ithout the gifts, volunteer
time and prayers of friends
like you, this ministry to our
community’s hungry, homeless
people would not exist.
As a token of our gratitude for all
you do, please accept this beautiful
2014 calendar as our way of saying
“Thank you!”
To receive your FREE 2014
calendar, please check the special
box on your reply card and mail it
today.

Visit Us Online!

G

et to know us better, learn
about volunteer opportunities,
read about the latest news and
events and donate securely at
EvansvilleRescueMisson.org.

2nd Annual Drumstick Dash: November 13, 2013

Move Your Feet So Others
Can Eat
L

ast year, more than 300
runners and walkers
came out for our 1st
annual Drumstick Dash.
This year, we’re hoping
for even more people – and
you can join in the fun!
Our 2nd annual
Drumstick Dash is a fun
run/walk in downtown
Evansville that starts and
finishes at the Evansville
Rescue Mission’s new
headquarters.

A Special Thank You

T

he Evansville Rescue
Mission’s move to our
new headquarters at 500
East Walnut Street was
made possible due to the
tremendous generosity
of friends like you. We
want to extend a special
thank you to one of

Here’s my 2013 Annual
Thanksgiving Campaign Gift:
m
m
m
m
m

You have your choice of
participating in two races.
This includes two run/
walk options: an 8K (4.97
miles) run/walk that kicks
off at 9 a.m. or a 1-mile
run/walk that kicks off at
9:10 a.m.
All entry fees ($20 per
person; children under 11

run for free!)
benefit the
thousands of
families that
sign up to receive food
at our annual Gobbler
Gathering which will
take place 3 days later on
Tuesday, November 26.
For more
information, visit
EvansvilleRescueMission.org
or call (812) 421-3800.
See you at the starting line!

$17.28 to feed and care for 8 people
$25.92 to feed and care for 12 people
$51.84 to feed and care for 24 people
$_________ to help as much as possible
Send me my FREE 2014 Mission Calendar.

_________________________________________________________________

NAME

_________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS

_________________________________________________________________

CITY / STATE/ ZIP

our community’s most
generous supporters,
the Welborn Baptist
Foundation.
With Welborn’s
contribution of $100,000,
we were able to purchase
and install an automatic
sprinkler system to
successfully comply with
City of Evansville Property
Maintenance Code’s
mandatory regulations for

m

Check enclosed

m

m

our new 32,000 square
foot facility; in turn,
making our new home
that much safer for our
community’s homeless.
The Mission is
extremely appreciative
and grateful for Welborn
entrusting us with their
kind support and for
allowing us to serve our
guests more efficiently and
effectively.

Bill my credit card

m

CREDIT CARD #				

EXP. DATE

CIV/SEC #

PHONE #

Donate online at www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org,
or call (812) 421-3800.
Evansville Rescue Mission
500 East Walnut Street
Evansville, IN 47713-2438
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_________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL

Please return this completed form with your donation. Your gift is tax-deductible as allowed by law. You will receive a receipt.

FALL13

10th Annual Golf Scramble

Thank You for Your Support!
Thanks to the support of our faithful sponsors,
this year’s event raised nearly $30,000 to benefit
the Mission’s many programs, including Camp Reveal, our summer camp for disadvantaged youth in
the Tri-State area.

We are so grateful for your continued support
of the Mission and our programs – thank you for
your generosity!
To learn more about Mission events, visit
www.EvansvilleRescueMission.org.
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